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The Slide 
As I watch 

She climbs the steps steadily, 
Holding the handrail, 

Her two-year old feet following each other 

Rhythmically, unhesitatingly 
To the platform at the top 

Where she sits down 
And freezes. 

Holding tight to the sides, 

Knees up, feet flat 

She judders down a little way 
Then looks up. 

Her eyes meet my smile, my outstretched arms - 
And she takes her hands off the edge of the slide, 

Shooting forward with a squeal of delight, 

Trusting the love she knows. 

Lord, I have climbed so steadily, 
I have come so far, in my own strength, 

Holding on, holding back, 
Sometimes freezing. 

But I am your child, 

Today I will lift my eyes 

And meet your smile, your outstretched arms, 
I will lift my juddering feet – 

And take my hands off the edge of the slide 

Released to ride, by your Spirit, 
Into the freedom of your will, 

Trusting the Love I know. 

 By Daphne Kitching 

A plea from our school charity The Friends of the Three Schools (Reg. Charity 1056791) 
We have missed you!  Under normal circumstances we host a variety of events throughout 
the school year, where we see you and, at which, you unfailingly support us…Thank you.   

Your help, encouragement, support and contributions are what make our fundraising events 
such great successes - raising funds for incredible opportunities for our children, such as; 

* Educational visits  * Play equipment  * Classroom resources  * Renovating our outside spaces  *Forest
School  * Social, emotional, health and wellbeing facilities  * Transport to the pantomime, subsidised tickets 

and an ICE CREAM! (always important)  * Coaches / transport for school trips   
* Books  * Outdoor and exercise equipment

We’ve always been very grateful for your continued support of our events.  But we do need some more 
help.  The impact of Covid-19 is far reaching and our schools have not escaped unscathed.  Thankfully, 
our wonderful staff and pupils remain happy and healthy - but unfortunately our bank balance less so.   
As The Friends of the Three Schools hasn’t been able to host any of the fundraising events that we had 
planned (Easter Bingo, Smarties Competition, School Discos, Popcorn Nights, our Summer Fete and 
Sports Day) we have a deficit of around £4,600, which works out at approximately £22 per pupil.  

The financial impact of Covid-19 on our wonderful schools 
Due to lockdown, our schools have been unable to offer the normal additional childcare (wrap around 
and after school clubs) that so many of us rely on - and which bring in critical funds for the schools.  
Our schools offer a plethora of enhanced opportunities for our pupils, Forest School, Play Therapy, 
Counselling and Whole-Class Musicianship to name but a few. These ‘extras’ are funded by private 
income the school generates itself through Wraparound, Consultancy support for the local authority and 
hosting training.   
Approximately £35,000 revenue has been lost since March but there has been no reduction in school 
running costs.  These costs haven’t been offset by a central government pot, schools are not eligible to 
claim for loss of income, they have been funded by the schools directly. Thousands of pounds have also 
been spent on getting out wonderful schools Covid-19 compliant to ensure the continued safety and 
wellbeing of staff and children in this unprecedented time. The thermometers alone are £80 each, not 
to mention the deep cleans at £1,000 per time and carpet cleaning at £700 per school, along with each 
child having their own dedicated stationery. In short our schools have had significantly increased and 
unbudgeted outgoings, with considerably reduced incomings.  

How you can help 
School have already received some generous donations that have been put to great use in meeting 
increased costs - thank you.  We are hoping we can further redress some of our losses with your help.  
We are asking parents and carers to make a donation to The Friends of The Three Schools if you are in 
a position to, so that we can continue to contribute towards providing the best facilities and 
opportunities for our children.  Perhaps you’d consider donating the price of a dinner you have missed 
or an event that has been refunded due to lockdown?   For example a donation of £10 buys two new 
books, £18 buys a new classroom chair, £65 pays for a new classroom table or, if anyone has a good 
lottery ticket, £255 would buy Mrs Sandmann a new outdoor water tray. We did consider asking you to 
support your child in a sponsored skipping/baking/running/hopping /reading/maths challenge - but we 
thought perhaps you would prefer a simple donation request. We are all parents too, we understand. 
The Friends of Three Schools want to use this money to support the following spend goals - which are 
unachievable at present without increased funds. 
- A new storage shed for Drayton Parslow outdoor equipment and furniture for the Early Years (circa £2,000)
- A role play area at Mursley (circa £400)
- Grass matting for the Kingfishers play area (circa £2,000)
- Outdoor gym equipment for Swanbourne (£10,000)

As always we are grateful for your support, by whatever means. If you would like to make a donation 
please visit our JustGiving page which will allow for gift aid to be added. https://www.justgiving.com/
friendsofthethreeschools  Please feel free to see if the grandparents and extended family want to get 
involved and contribute too.  Thank you for your continued support. 



Information for September 2020 issue by 
12th August please to 

 Bey Christian or Caroline Pettit,  
Old Stocks Church Lane Mursley, MK17 0RS 

Tel: 01296 720630 or  

e-mail:- bey.christian@yahoo.co.uk

or your Village Contacts: 

Little Horwood Olivia Bull - 714061 
Mursley Caroline Pettit - 720785 
Swanbourne     Jill Bailey - 720498  

Drayton Parslow Susan Piddock - 728163 
Newton Longville Tom Bartlett - 07482 247287 

All articles in writing please 

Advert spaces are available. 
Please ring or email 

Advertising rates are as follows for  

6 and 12 months respectively.    
Small (1/8 page) - £30 and £40 

Large (1/4 page) - £40 and £60 

Donations are always gratefully received. 

Please direct your enquiries to  

Bey Christian or Eleanor Robinson 

(Treasurer - 01296 720409) 

We are very grateful for the support of our 
advertisers and for the information about village 
events. However this does not imply 
endorsement  by the  Editors or the Church. 

The production costs of this magazine is mainly funded by advertising revenue. 

Churches in the Benefice 

Little Horwood  - St. Nicholas
Mursley  - St Mary the Virgin

Swanbourne   - St. Swithun’s
Drayton Parslow  - Holy Trinity

Newton Longville - St. Faith’s

Contact Details  

Rector: Revd Simon Faulks, The Rectory, Main Street, Mursley. MK17 0RT  

Tel: 01296 728531  Email: simon@5parishes.org.uk  Day off is nominally 

Saturday Associate Minister: Revd David Talks, The Rectory, Drayton Road, 

Newton Longville. MK17 0BH Tel: 01908 366330 Email: david@5parishes.org.uk  

Nominal days Fridays - Sundays 

Retired Minister: Revd Jackie Brown, 5 Berry Way, Newton Longville. MK17 

0AS  Tel: 01908 270159      Email: jackie.br@tiscali.co.uk   

Please contact the Clergy or your Church Wardens to make arrangements for any 

special events eg weddings, baptisms or funerals or other pastoral matters. 

Church Wardens: 
Little Horwood   Vacant   Vacant 
Mursley Andrew Cowell 720425   Bey Christian   720630 
Swanbourne Jill Bailey 720498   Vacant 
Drayton Parslow John Preston 720426  John Perry  728847 
Newton Longville  Stephen Creasey (01908) 648800  Anne Robinson 631109 

Mursley Church Reopened for Services 
Mursley church building is now open again for Sunday 
services. Services have been held since 5th July led by 
churchwardens and lay people. During August 
churchwardens and lay people will lead 9.30am Morning 
Prayer on 2nd, 16th, 30th and 11am Family Service on 9th and 23rd. Our clergy 
are continuing to lead the benefice zoom service for those who prefer the 
virtual service at this time. Clergy will join us for services when they are 
available. 

Services are currently said as we unable to have communal singing. However 
we are able to once again meet together and take time out to reflect, pray and 
support one another as we come to terms with the times in which we now live. 
These times are some of the most disruptive and disturbing that we have lived 
through for generations. Our church has seen many changing times over the 
centuries and has been a place where previous generations have sought 
comfort and courage among the fellowship of Christians. Our church bells are 
again calling people to worship as service ringing recommenced on 19th July. 

Mursley Church building continues to be open daily from 9am to 5pm for 
private prayer and reflection. Food bank collection point is located in the church 
porch. We hope that you will take time to either call in during the week or for 
one of our services. 

If you would like to know more please contact one of the churchwardens, 
Bey (720630) or Andrew (720425). 

CAREER OPPORTUNITY 

I have an exciting opportunity for a local school leaver 

to work with myself as an apprentice whilst studying at 

college for a Horticulture Landscape Operative 

Apprenticeship Level 2.  

If you are passionate about the outdoors and interested 

in gardens and gardening, please contact me for more 

information.  Thank you. 

Clare Hodges 

clarehodges65@gmail.com 



Changing Rooms Multi-Use Games Area Community Lounge Full Use 

1 Room 20 2 Rooms 40 10-12 35 See opposite 

With lights Without lights 

£10 £15 £4 per person £2 per person £12 £20 

YOUR LOCAL POST OFFICES  “USE US OR LOSE US!” 
Swanbourne Store & Post Office 01296 720288 Jan & Magda Bos 
Store  Mon to Fri 8.30 - 6.00  Sat 9.00 - 12.30 
Post Office Mon to Fri 9.00 - 5.30 Sat 9.00 - 12.30 

Mursley Rectory Room Post Office & Coffee Morning 
Thursday 11-12  Enquires  01908 368856 (Nada) 
Any item required please call on 07769153953 

Little Horwood Memorial Hall Post Office  
Tuesday 11.30am - 1.30pm   Coffee Morning from 11.00am 
Enquiries 07943 972020 Jigar Patel 

Newton Longville: Greenway Grocery & Post Office 
01908 368856  Mr. Nvadarajah Piradeepan (Nada) 
Daily 7.30am - 5.30pm  Close Wed 2pm  Sat 12.30pm 

Drayton Parslow Sport & Social Club Post Office 
Tuesday 9am - 11am 
Enquiries 07943 972020 Jigar Patel 

Mursley Sports Association Community Sports Pavilion 

All rates are per hour, irrespective of the number of people covered by the booking. 
Maximum recommended numbers for each facility are shown. 

Use of the kitchen is included with all hires for the Community Lounge & for Full Use. 

The MSA carries £2.5m of Public Liability, but users should ensure that they have 
their own personal insurance relevant to the nature of the hire. 

Mursley residents are given a 25% discount off these prices 
Bookings contact mursleysport@gmail.com or  
Sandra on 07711 823 198 

From the other Rectory 

‘Why is my computer so slow today?’ ‘What’s it doing?’ As an ex-IT person even I ask 
the question - although I (usually) know the answer! It’s so tedious having to wait for 

its brain to focus on my task! Understanding helps, but it is still very frustrating!  
Human brains, like my PC, prefer predictability. They also like novelty - but in small 

doses! Give a computer too many new things to do too quickly and it will do them 

slower than if you asked it to do them serially. And it may just ‘curl up and die!’ - you 
have to reboot and start over! 

In this edition, I feel it’s important to write a double-length reflection to address the 

issue of ‘collective trauma’, lest we suffer the same fate! 
In recent months several theologians, ministers and psychologists have sought to help 

us understand ‘collective trauma’, its symptoms, and the frustrations presented. 
An important note they make is that trauma is what we experience inside as the result 

of an external event that overwhelms us. Responses are unique to an individual. We 
flee, fight or just freeze. Our response is ‘normal’ to us and may be very different from 

other peoples’. 

Collective trauma is related – leading to personal trauma and often dragging up past, 
personal, repressed traumas. If numbers are very large, as in this global pandemic, 

trauma ‘radiates’ between individuals, communities and even nations.  

The pandemic has assaulted the structure of community, been life-threatening to many, 
presenting us with lack of predictability, lack of control, grieving: impacting the very 

way we live. It is an invisible enemy, threatening all that we have built in businesses, 

churches and communities. Even the process of meaningfully gathering to lament what 
has been lost is extremely hard. The situation is still unfolding and there are many 

losses yet unrevealed.  

The implications are exhausting. We are constantly being thrown new information to 
process. So when trying to deal with a routine decision, our brains are slow to engage 

with the task and we might ask, ‘what’s my (your/his/her) brain doing?’ ‘why is it so 
slow?’ Understanding helps, but it is still very frustrating! 

On the positive side, biological research tells us that the simple act of ‘naming a truth’ 

builds new neurological pathways in our brains. Thus naming each loss we notice within 
ourselves, and approaching each with gentleness, helps us to earth ourselves and 

concentrate better. 

Many people are asking what life will look like when this is ‘all over’. Tied up in those 
questions are hopes that out of this loss might come new patterns of life that are better 

than the old ones. It is probably too soon to be fleshing out such hopes, or prescribing 
directions for their fulfillment, but it is not too soon to be consciously planting seeds or 

noticing new life appearing. 

Continue overleaf 

mailto:mursleysport@gmail.com


Your Local  

Window and Conservatory 

Specialists 

Products made to suit 

in UPVC  

From Design thru’ to Completion 

01296 712151 

Email: NandGwindows@aol.com 

Fensa Registered 

The Swanbourne Clinic 
Owned and run by Fiona Dowdell 

McTimoney Chiropractors 

Remedial/Sports Massage Therapists 
Spinal Mobiliser 

Horses and Dogs also treated 

For back/neck/hip problems, sports inju-

ries, pre and post natal back care and 
general well being 

swanbourneclinic.co.uk 

01296 720695 

Evening and day time appointments 

Chiropractic £60 initial consultation and 
treatment - follow up treatments £45 

Massage (1 hour) £40 

Card payment facility 
Accepted by most major 

insurance companies 

Active Security Systems 

Securing properties in Bucks, Beds 
& Northants since 1994 
Proprietor: Kevin Tarrier 

Installation of new intruder alarm 

systems, existing systems repaired, 

serviced & maintained 

CCTV Systems with remote access 

via your IOS/Android device 

Call us today on 
Mob: 07770 365516 

Office: 01908 683406 
Home: 01296 728375 

or email us at 
as.systems@yahoo.co.uk 

Traditional Pork, Beef & Lamb 

The Morris family have been farming in  
Hoggeston for generations.  We pride ourselves 

on our environmentally friendly and high  
welfare farming practices. 

We farm old English breeds such as Hereford 
cattle, Wiltshire sheep and Gloucester Old Spot 
pigs, which are all born and reared on the farm. 

Our slow grown animals produce high quality, 
tender and succulent meat which is hung for 
the optimum time to bring out the flavour. 

We sell our pork, beef and lamb from the 
Farmhouse Shop on Friday afternoons and 
Saturday mornings.  For any other time just 

give us a call! 

‘Home of the Farmhouse Breakfasts!’ 

Manor Farm, Hoggeston, MK18 3LH 
01296 714239 

www.morrisofhoggeston.co.uk 



Editor:  We continue our occasional series on different common flowers. By Kirsty 

Steele, a retired teacher and active church organist.  You could invite your readers 

to look out for rosebay willowherb, and to send in pix of any they find in your 

locality. 

The stately Rosebay Willowherb 

If wildflowers were to compete in terms of height, Rosebay Willowherb would have 

to be one of the contenders for first prize. By mid- to late-summer its height can 

reach four feet or so [120cm] with pyramids of pinkish-

purple flowers cheering up the most unlikely places, for it 

is happy to grow on railway cuttings and embankments and 

amongst ruined buildings and disturbed ground. Indeed, 

during the Second World War, Rosebay Willowherb was 

often one of the very first plants to cheer up London's 

bomb-sites, and even ground that had been cleared by 

fire, resulting in it having another, but far less attractive 

name – Fireweed.  

Spring flowers tend to have white or yellow petals – 

snowdrops, primroses, daffodils, wood anemones and 

celandines. This trend is abruptly changed when bluebells 

make an appearance. By midsummer however, warmer 

colours have made an appearance, and Rosebay Willowherb 

is no exception. The flowers, with deep pink petals 

intercepted by purple sepals account for the first word of 

the name, while the leaves, which grow in spirals around 

them, are responsible for 'Willowherb' being added, as 

they become narrow at each end, and therefore resemble [loosely!] those of a 

willow tree. 

In the times of Queen Victoria this wonderful plant was a treasured addition to 

many gardens and it was not nearly as abundant in the countryside. However, 

Mother Nature soon dealt with that! Once the flower is pollinated, seed capsules 

form. When ripe, they split to release many, many billows of seed, all ready to be 

blown far and wide by autumn winds. 

So, we now have a plant loved by many, often from a car or train. But while the size 

and vibrant colour mean it cannot hide, the fluffy seeds tell us that autumn will not 

be far away. 

FROM THE REGISTERS

Funeral 
19th June Anthony Paul Hilton Swanbourne 
9th July Diana Frances Titley Newton Longville 
15th July Joan Elizabeth Airs Newton Longville 

Burial of Ashes 
15th July  Adrian George Thomas  Mursley 

From the other Rectory continued 

‘Where is God in this?’ Much writing about trauma cautions against getting caught up 
too soon in this question. We should be patient with uncertainties of the heart, to ‘love 

the questions themselves’ and to live them, without seeking answers. 

So we need to look after ourselves. Trauma affects us bodily as well as emotionally. 
Accept unexpected emotions. Don’t try ‘getting back to normal’ too soon, if at all. Lean 

toward life-giving and sustaining things because we are nowhere near ‘post-trauma’. 
We will see significant effects for several years to come. Take life more slowly as our 

brains are processing so much behind the scenes.  

We can also grow through trauma, learning wiser lifestyles. Reap the wisdom of these 
times – but don’t jump to the end. It’s a bit like the Bear Hunt game: ‘Can’t go over it, 

can’t go under it, can’t go round it – got to go through it’! 

Jeremiah was a prophet of the Old Testament who, amidst the huge events of the ruin 
of the temple, and exile of his people, causing acute collective trauma, yet writes with 

hope. While lamenting for their collective and personal losses he pauses to note his 
fervent and certain hope which I commend to you: 

[21] Yet this I call to mind and therefore I have hope:

[22] Because of the LORD's great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never

fail.

[23] They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.

[24] I say to myself, “The LORD is my portion; therefore I will wait for him.”

[25] The LORD is good to those whose hope is in him, to the one who seeks him;

[26] it is good to wait quietly for the salvation of the LORD.
Lamentations 3:21 (NIV)

David 



Indoor exercise equipment direct 

No more unwanted exercise equipment 
sitting in the corner of a room gathering 

dust or getting in the way, now you can 

hire what you need for as long as you 
want. 

Including: 
 Treadmills

 Rowing machines
 Cross Trainers

 Upright Bikes
 Spinning bikes

 Recumbent bikes

 I-joy rides
 Vibration Trainers

Free delivery in the local area
Contact us on 0800 043 2148

Email: enquiries@homegymuk.com
Website: www.homegymuk.com

 Robert Knott, NCH(arb) 

Professional Arboriculture 
Planting, Pruning, Protecting, 

Felling & Stump Removal. 
Shrub Pruning, Hedge  

Clipping, Fruit Tree Pruning, 
Orchard Management, 

Tree Condition Surveys & Reports 
Wood Chip & Mulch Supplies 

Telephone: 01296 738459

Mobile:  07971 830331

E-mail:  hztc@clara.net

Professional Dog Grooming 

Qualified Dog Groomer and  

Registered Veterinary Nurse    Fully Insured 

Clipping • Bathing • Blow Drying • Nail Clipping Micro-
chipping • Gland Expressing • Ear Cleaning • Teeth 

Cleaning. Flea and Worming Treatment also Available 

Free Advice from Qualified Veterinary Nurse 

Please call: 07958236710 or 01296 720127 
Email:  

thedoghouse.grooming@yahoo.com 

Elizabeth Eichler RVN SQP 
Station Fields Farm 
Mursley, Bucks. MK17 0PJ 

Seasoned Logs For Sale 
Free Local Delivery 

For more details please contact: 

James Tutt 07989966520 

Tailor made cakes 

for every occasion 

Tel: 01296 720188 
or 07725 315249 

Email: teabirdcakes@gmail.com 

www.teabirdcakes.co.uk 



Mursley  Page 
Wildlife on Mursley’s doorstep Part 2 

In my last article I urged you to explore the footpaths to the north and south of 

Mursley village. Today I want to send you off west and help you to find butterflies. 

Walking west down Church Lane you will have on your right the impressive belt of 

tall poplars where Greater spotted woodpeckers can often be heard. As you 

progress, the wildflowers and woodland edge shrubs become more diverse. During 

July check the scattered elms – although now rather shaded, you might just spot a 

White-letter hairstreak butterfly, either high up drinking aphid honeydew from 

the surface of leaves or taking nectar from nearby bramble flowers. 

The stream that winds its way through the trees passes under the road to form a 

marshy patch with Bulrushes and other tall wetland plants. This is a good place to 

spot dragonflies and birds like Reed buntings. Make sure to scan the lakes over the 

field on the left – as well common water birds, Grey herons and families of Greylag 

geese this area occasionally attracts passing raptors, including an Osprey a couple 

of years ago. 

At the end of the road take the footpath straight ahead, and after two stiles and 

a kissing gate you enter a wonderful triangular field. This is not only the last 

remaining patch of good quality semi-improved grassland in the whole parish, with a 

diverse range of wildflowers and insects: it also shows a complex intersecting ridge 
-and-furrow pattern dating from a pre-enclosure large field system. It is 
sympathetically managed by Swanbourne Estate, with low level sheep grazing 
allowing sheets of Cowslips to flourish. Other wildflowers like Bird‛s-foot trefoil 
and Pignut mean it is a great place to spot summer butterflies like the Common blue 
and the day-flying Chimney-sweeper moth. This is probably one of the best places 
to see many of our common butterflies.
Walking the path that stays close to the southern hedgerow, on
a humid day with a few sunny periods, I spotted 16 different
butterfly species, including many Commas and Red admirals
enjoying bramble flowers in the hedge. The taller grassy field
edge here was being enjoyed by Marbled whites and both Large
and Small skippers. There were also dragon/damselflies ranging
from tiny Common blue damselflies, drifting about in the still
air, to chunky Broad-bodied chasers, darting from perch to perch.
If you walk on, through a small wood, and then cross the road at Dodley Hill Farm 
you can explore more meadows and woodland before returning via Duck End, the 
Betsey Wynne and the lakes. Contact me for a parish footpath map or to let me 
know what you find – jonesmick365@gmail.com

Mick Jones

Mursley Sports Association 
 Anyone for tennis? 

If you would like to play tennis, we 

now have a brand new tennis net on 

our astro turf pitch at Mursley 

Playing Fields. So why not book to 

play  for an hour….or two? Just £7 
per hour for Mursley residents……

To book, either call or text Sandra
(Bookings secretary)  

on 07711 823198  or  01296 720074 
or message via our  

MSA Facebook page,  
or email:   msafinance@outlook.com 

Mursley Church, Village Hall and Sports Association Update 

Andrew Cowell (church), Barry Agnew (VH) and Duncan Jones (MSA) have continued 
to discuss the joint approach to events in 2020 and 2021 as we understand the 

relaxation of Covid-19 lock down. We are still very much in the learning phase of what 
we can do as a community in larger groups. We want to get events going as soon as it 

is practical to do so but at this point a large scale event seems beyond what 

restrictions permit. We have spoken about a non-fundraising activity day which is still 
our intention, this now looks like the autumn at the earliest. 

Our events that are in the pipeline are listed below, we will continue to review as 

restrictions are lifted. 

Church/VH/MSA non fundraising activity day. On Hold 

24 October 2020 Pig Racing On Hold 
St Patrick's Day 2021 celebration event On Hold 

26 June 2021 Fete, date in the calendar 

Artisan Food and Drink Festival 2021 On Hold  

We are pleased that in our community the sports field is being well used, our church 

has now reopened and we can enjoy a drink in the Green Man. We hope that we can 

soon get back to planning and enjoying the events listed above. 
Any thoughts or comments please contact Andrew Cowell (07990 534940), Barry Agnew 
(07810 587498), Duncan Jones (07989 921052) 

Mursley Village Hall will re-open 

from 3rd August  

200 Club - Due to restrictions for door to 

door collections impacting subscriptions for 

this year, the 200 Club will not be holding any 

draw's for the 2020-21 year.  For those 

people who have paid their subscriptions we 

will be allocating each person an extra number 

in next year’s draw and it is also anticipated 

there will be the ability to increase the prize 

funds at some draws.  However if you would 

prefer to have your subscription refunded 

please contact David Bartlett on 01296 

720177. 

Village Hall AGM will be held Wed 14th 

October at 730PM - people wishing to attend 

should register their interest with a 

committee member 



MSLH TABLE TENNIS CLUB 

Enthusiasts of all abilities  
are invited to join the weekly sessions 

held at  MURSLEY VILLAGE HALL 

Tuesdays:  10 am - 12 noon (All year) 
     Adults £2      Under 18 £1

Thursdays:  7.30 - 9.30 pm    
September to May inclusive 

    Adults £3   Under 18 £2 

All standards welcome 

Please wear appropriate clothing.  
Suitable sports shoes / trainers essential. 

All enquiries to David Bartlett 
Tel: 01296 720177  

Mursley Hall Farm 
Equestrian Centre 

Riding lessons  
for all ages and ability. 

Friendly family run business. 

Tel: Jenny 01296 720255 
or    Jane   07793 749778 

Professional Decorating 
Established since 1981 

C. D. ROBERTS
For all your decorating 

requirements 

01296 641483 

07803865968 
Free estimate given 

Paul Eveling 
Domestic Electrical Services 

Friendly Local Electrician 
All types of domestic  

electrical work carried out 

No call out charges 
Free Quotations 
Part P Approved 

Tel Home 01908 649143 

  Mob 07541025351 

or 
email 

paul@evelingelectrical.co.uk 

Your Local, 
Friendly, Honest 

Fully Qualified 
Electrician 

Ω  Interior / Exterior Lighting Ω 
Ω  Power Points Ω 

Ω  Ovens and Cooker Installation Ω 
Ω  Smart House Technology Ω 

Ω  Fault Finding Ω 
Ω  Fuse Board Replacements Ω 

Ω  Testing and Inspection Ω 
Ω  Certification Ω 

Ω  Help and Advice Ω 

 : 07724 41975 

: sosmiltonkeynes@gmail.com 

: facebook.comSOSMiltonKeynes 

Residential  Commercial  Agricultural 

Yearly contract available 

Moles, Ants, Wasps, Fleas, Rats,  

Rabbits, Mice, Birds, Bees & Flies 

Woodworm Treatment 

Proprietor Roger Jaworski 

01908 504405 

07771 966377 
enquiries@clearpestmiltonkeynes.co.uk 



Daryton Parslow News 
Editor: Nigel Beeton says: “I have 

really enjoyed being out and about 
and seeing a bit of life coming back 

into the town… just to go out and see 
people, what a joy!” 

The Lockdown Lifts 
There’s life in the town! 
No longer ‘locked down’! 
The people stroll out in the sun 
The majestic trees 
Sway in the light breeze 
Like they wanted to join in the 
fun! 

Like light after dark! 
We can walk in the park! 
Buy our tea, and sit out on the 
grass! 
We can chat to our friends 
As our loneliness ends 
And we smile at the strangers we 
pass! 

Yes there are still queues 
Which cease to amuse 
But things are no longer so black! 
As they sing in that song – 
You miss what is gone, 
But it’s great when at last it 
comes back! 

By Nigel Beeton 

Holy Trinity 

The Church is now open for said morning prayers (lay led) on 26th July, 9th 

and 23rd August at 10am.  The church also remains open on Wednesday 

evenings from 6-7.30 pm for private prayer.  Visitors are kindly requested 

to use hand sanitation on entering the church and to respect social 

distancing.  Any comments or queries, please contact the Church Wardens. 

Church Mice raising money for the 

Florence Nightingale Hospice Charity 

While we have unfortunately not been able to celebrate 

Mousefest2 at Holy Trinity this year, we are able to help 

raise some funds for the Florence Nightingale Hospice 

Charity.  To celebrate 70 years of the NHS and to show our 

gratitude during these very difficult times, we are selling 

nursing mice.  Handmade with love, each mouse is 

approximately 13cms (5ins) in height.   As with so many 

charities, the coronavirus pandemic has impacted the 

Florence Nightingale Hospice with many of their fundraising 

activities being cancelled.  We would therefore appreciate a 

minimum donation of £7.50 per mouse.   Every penny of 

your donation will go to the hospice charity.   

We also have angels and choir boys for sale to 

support Florence Nightingale Hospice Charity .  

They are the same size as the nurses and are also 

£7.50 min. donation.  To order a mouse, please 

contact Susan via email spiddock@john-lewis.com 

Thank you for your support. 

The Pavilion, Drayton Parslow Sports & Social Club For information 

on hire please telephone Sarah on 07970 820342.  

The Greenacre Hall 

For hall bookings telephone Carol 01296 720741 

Editor:  Megan Carter recalls: “Whilst looking 

at the Westminster Catechism, I thought 

a  lot about the opening line ‘What is the 

chief end of man?’ It is this thought that 

motivated me to write the following poem.” 

 The Chief Purpose of Man 

How clever man is, he has conquered the 

skies, 

Reached for the stars and stepped onto the 

moon, 

But he still does not know why he is here 

Or what is the purpose, or why he was born. 

And did it all start with one big bang 

As stars and galaxies burst into space? 

Or was it the hand of a mighty Creator 

Who lovingly fashioned this wondrous place? 

Into this world God planted a garden 

And placed man there to enjoy its delights, 

But he soon disobeyed, and sin entered in, 

And so, man was banished and thrust from 

God’s sight. 

How gracious God is, He has reached out 

again 

To reconcile man and bring him back home, 

Sin’s debt has been paid by the death of His 

Son, 

To know God as Father is why man was born. 

By Megan Carter 



C.C. GARDEN
SERVICES

CREATING & MAINTAINING 
BEAUTIFUL GARDENS 

Please contact: 

07734 979469

 PART P & NICEI Registered Electrician 

 Electrical Rewires & Alterations 

 Extensions, Conversions & New Builds 

 Fault Finding. Inspection & Testing 

 Extra Sockets, BT & TV Points 

 Evening & Weekend Appointments 

 Friendly Reliable Service 

 No Call out Charge 

Call: 07734 807584 
      01280 815437 

E-mail:   tom@tselectrical.info
Visit:  www.tselectrical.info

Superior Interiors 

Decorating Services 
 Provide a highly professional & 

comprehensive decorating 

service with over 30 years 

experience. Please visit my 

website for  more information 

www.superiordecor.co.uk 

Contact James Munro 

Home: 01525 240741 

Mob: 07788 921865 

Immediate response to 
all pest & vermin 

problems. 
Call Nigel Bliss. 

STORAGE MK 
SECURE SELF STORAGE 

CONTAINERS 

TO RENT 

IDEAL FOR DOMESTIC AND 

COMMERCIAL USE 

RIDGE HILL FARM 

NASH 

CALL PHIL TODAY  

07743 783499 
www.storagemkltd.co.uk 

BD’s  
PRIVATE HIRE 

Personal, Prompt, Reliable Service 
Executive Private Hire - Mercedes 

Regular Accounts Welcome  

7 days per week 

Mursley based 

Contact: Bob Dixon 

07852229126  
01296 720187  

bob.dixon99@yahoo.com 

www.sitandstayuk.co.uk 

Home Boarding (fully licensed by 
AVDC) your dog can come and live 
as a family pet whilst you are away 

Dog walking 

Small pet visits 

For more information please contact 
Michelle on 07810 711285 or email 

Michelle.newtricks@gmail.com  



Carers Trust Thames (Crossroads)  
provide for adults & children at home in 

towns & villages of North 

Buckinghamshire. Services: personal care, 

bathing, sitting, outings, sleeping & 

disturbed nights. 

Our staff are paid, trained professionals 

who go the ‘extra mile’ for our clients. 

Contact us on 01908 260444 or  
Email info@carerstrustthames.org.uk 

Florence Nightingale Hospice 
Charity shop  

Mon - Sat 9am - 5pm 
Good quality second-hand Ladies  

Men’s & Children’s clothing Accessories 
Household goods Bric-a-brac Books  
Don’t forget to Gift Aid your items!  
Help raise an extra 25p on every £1  

01296 712119 or  
email winslow@fnhospice.org.uk 

THE FARMING COMMUNITY NETWORK  
We offer pastoral & practical support to farming 
people in times of stress with problems relating 
to both the farm & household.  

Contact number 0300 111 999 

E-Helpline chris@fcn.org.uk
www.fcn.org.uk 

The Arthur Rank Centre seeks to provide computers for rural 

people at reasonable prices. We have an arrangement with a 

charitable organisation which refurbishes used computers & installs 

new Microsoft software. The range includes Desktops & Laptops 

with 3 months warranty & delivered free to your door.  This brings 

IT to those who need it at affordable prices. For details contact 

John Bennett on 02476 853 066 or e-mail johnb@arthurrankcentre.org.uk 

CHAT (Children, Health And Therapy) 
Children’s respite charity   

Please contact Ian Little at 720156 or 

ian.little@chat-charity.org.uk Booker 

Park School, Stoke Leys Close, 

Aylesbury. HP21 9ET 

Is it time you gave yourself a new challenge?  
For details of the roles we have available please contact us on 
01908 545172 or email us at guidance.tutor@mkcab.org.uk  

If you have any used stamps,  Medical Detection Dogs would be 
happy to take them from you or you could drop it off to me at  
4 St Mary’s Close, Mursley.  Ranjini  Woodhouse 

Volunteer drivers needed -  Winslow Community Bus 

Aged between 25 and 70 years. Time on your hands, meet new people, visit new 

places & do something worthwhile? Certificated training to MIDAS standard, and pay 

out-of-pocket expenses. hours to suit you. Please call Sue on: 01296 715786 or 

email sue@winslowbus.com  

Swanbourne News 

For more information on events in Swanbourne, visit our website: 
http://www.swanbournecommunityassociation.com/ 

To book The Village Hall, please phone 
07582 967171 and leave a message.  

We will return your call within 24 hours.  

Swanbourne History Website  
http://www.swanbournehistory.co.uk/ 

Swanbourne Methodist Chapel 

During July, we have been holding services in Brises Farm 

barn, but from the beginning of August, we will be 

returning to the chapel. However, due to the need to stay 

physically distanced, we are limited in the number of 

people who can attend on each occasion to 8 individuals or 

household pairs. So anyone planning to attend should 

phone 720454 beforehand to check that there will be 

room.  If we cannot accommodate someone one week, we 

will try and arrange a space on a future occasion. So 

please do come and join us if you would like to.  

Our services are at 5 p.m. 

August  2nd - Rev Keith Edwards 

August  9th - Rev Donna Broadbent-Kelly 

August 16th - Mr Arthur Sara 

August 23rd - Rev Richard Atkinson 

August 30th - Rev Keith Edwards 

Ken Harris 

St Swithun Church is also holding occasional services, 
please check church notice board for details.

http://www.swanbournehistory.co.uk/


Jane  

Tuckwell 

Flowers for all Occasions 

•Wedding Flowers•

(and Balloons) 

•Funeral Tributes•

•Birthdays•

•Anniversaries•

or

•Just a 'Thank You'•

Free Local Delivery. 

   Nationwide Delivery Available 

Salden Crabtree Farm, 

Little Horwood 

Milton Keynes MK17 0PR 

Telephone: (01296) 720406 

FOR ALL OF YOUR DOMESTIC CLEANING  

YOUR LOCAL STEWKLEY BASED COMPANY 

CHOOSE FROM WEEKLY OR FORTNIGHTLY 

FULLY INSURED 

ALL STAFF POLICE CHECKED 

ALL CLEANING MATERIALS PROVIDED 

CONTACT CHRIS STEVENITT FOR MORE 
INFORMATION ON: 

OFFICE: 01525-242042  

OR   
MOBILE: 07850-540393 

EMAIL: chris@exquisitecleaning.co.uk 

www.exquisitecleaning.co.uk 

ALL YOUR LAWN REQUIREMENTS 
Fertilisation, Weed & Pest Control 

 (leather jackets - chafer grubs - worm casts) 
Moss Control, Aeration, Scarification, Fairy Rings, 

Disease control, Top Dressing,  
Lawn regeneration, Over seeding  

CALL FOR FREE LAWN ASSESSMENT 

John Horton 
40 Tweedale Close, Mursley 

Bucks MK17 0SB 

Tel 01296 728148 
Mobile 07950 852220 
john.horton@lawn3.com 

www.lawn3.com/leightonbuzzard 

                          RICHARD 
BURCH 

B.A.(Hons) Dip Arch(Oxford)R.I.B.A.

CHARTERED ARCHITECT 

SPECIALISING IN ALL TYPES OF 
PROJECTS FROM SMALL LOFT 
CONVERSIONS TO LARGE 
PRIVATE HOUSES. 

SCHEME AND DETAIL DESIGN. 
PLANNING AND BUILDING 
REGULATIONS APPLIED FOR. 

FRIENDLY ADVICE AND 
SERVICE 
AT COMPETITIVE RATES. 

4 THE WALK, WINSLOW 
BUCKINGHAM MK18 3AJ 
01296 712623 

Email: 

countryhousecleaning100@gmail.com 

For a free quote, call or text Carl on 

07979395101 



Recipe Page 

Beetroot hummus (Sandwich ideas) 
By Dr Rupy Aujla, From Cooking in the Doctor's Kitchen 

Preparation time less than 30 mins; no cooking required;  Serves 8 

For the hummus 
1 tsp cumin seeds; 250g/9oz cooked beetroot, drained and quartered; 400g 
tin chickpeas, drained and rinsed; 1 garlic clove, peeled; 1 tsp ground coriander; 
½ tsp flaked sea salt, and to taste;  tbsp extra virgin olive oil; 2 tbsp fresh lemon 
juice; ground black pepper 

For sandwich option 1 
1 slice sourdough bread; generous dollop beetroot hummus; 
handful watercress; 1 tsp mixed chopped nuts and/or seeds; drizzle tahini 

For sandwich option 2 
1 slice wholegrain bread; generous dollop of beetroot hummus; 2 tbsp kimchi 

For sandwich option 3 
1 slice rye bread; generous dollop beetroot hummus; small handful 
sprouted lentils and/or sprouted beans; few parsley leaves, few mint leaves, torn 
drizzle olive oil 

Method 
Toast the cumin seeds gently in a small dry frying pan for 2 minutes, stirring 
occasionally, then remove from the heat. 

Put the beetroot, chickpeas, garlic, coriander, salt and olive oil in a food 
processor. Add the cumin seeds and lemon juice and season well with freshly 
ground black pepper. Blitz until smooth. Check the seasoning to taste, adding a 
little more salt, pepper or lemon juice if needed, and blitz again. 

Use the hummus as a spread for sandwiches and wraps or as a dip. Keep 
covered in the fridge for up to 3 days, or freeze. 

Boundaryless 

We are surrounded by boundaries which keep our lives, communities, 
and society orderly and generally smooth-running. From parish and 
village to benefice, deanery and diocese ; district, county, nation, 
kingdom, union (for now), all the way up to continents with aquatic 
boundaries. 

Jesus teaches us to love and act without boundaries, 
and the example of an itinerant, homeless Messiah is 
compelling. Paul and others followed , crossing 
borders and leading others to the Kingdom, ignoring 
the boundaries within which they lived. 

We are in the grip of a pandemic which has crossed many boundaries, 
and which has largely kept us confined to our homes and village… but 
we can still reach out and help, across the boundaries. St. Faith’s will be 
re-opening to some degree in coming days (stay tuned for more 
details) ; can we re-open our hearts to people and places we don’t know 
who are in urgent need ? 

Both the Disasters Relief Committee (DEC) and United Nations (UN) have 
launched appeals for donations to help the hundreds of millions of 
people in developing countries whose lives and livelihoods have been 
further threatened by the pandemic. Visit www.dec.org.uk 

Closer to home, if you’d like to support struggling individuals and families 
by phone, email, post or social media across the county/borough 
boundary in Milton Keynes, contact Tom.bartlett@aspireoxford.co.uk, or 
07717 893585. 

Newton Longville Page 



IAN MILLARD 

Roof - Tiling   Slating 

Can your roof survive  
another Winter? 

Free Advice and Estimates  
from a reliable and conscientious 

Local Tradesman of  
over 22 years experience 

Remedial work, re-roof, new work, 
extension roof, lead work, soffits, 

facias and guttering 
All undertaken 

Please call Ian on 
01296 728066 
07709 227370 

* Extensions * Renovations *
* Loft Conversions * Kitchens *
* Bedrooms * Ground works *

* Replacement Doors & Windows * 
*Purpose-Made Joinery *  

All trades are fully qualified  
We are insured.  

All work is guaranteed 
Please contact us for a FREE quotation 
shadboltconstructionltd@hotmail.co.uk 

Local 

Plumber 

Specialising in 

Water Softeners and 
Drinking Water Systems 
SALES - SERVICE - REPAIR 

For all your plumbing needs 

with 35 years in the business, 

professional & expert service. 

Call  Steve Dyer on 

Mursley: 01296 728778 

Mobile: 07799 590805 

ALL TYPES OF 
BUILDING WORK 

Tel: 01296 712792 
Mob: 07768 426822 

““Why leave the comfort of your own 
home to have a great haircut?” 

  I am one of Britain’s top stylists with 
over 10 years’ experience as manager 

and Art Director for Toni and Guy. 

Book me to come to your home at a 
time of your choosing 

50% OFF INTRODUCTORY OFFER 
  FOR ALL NEW CLIENTS 

Tel: O7738658234 
 Email: sumin@superhairday.co.uk 

www.superhairday.co.uk 

Visit Superhairday on 
Facebook for 33 of 5star 

reviews from my clients and pictures! 

Starting  
your  

own business? 

Or need help  
with your existing 

business?  

Do you need an 
accountant/tax     

adviser?  

Clear, down to earth financial advice for all 
personal and corporate accountancy 

requirements.  
Call for a free half hour consultation  

T: 01296 738668  
M: 07812 026346  

www.ajrandco.co.uk 

Complementary Therapy Centre & Yoga Studio 
Swanbourne 

Naturopathy, Nutrition, Homeopathy, 
Reflexology, Bowen Technique, Manual 

Lymphatic Drainage, Massage, Osteopathy, 
Acupuncture, Holistic Facials. 

More services coming soon. 

www.placeeightwellness.co.uk 

Dodley Hill Barns, Station Road 
Swanbourne, MK17 0SR 

07746 407747 

Artisan Gift Shop  
Supporting local Artists and Crafters 

Beautifully hand-crafted gifts for all occasions 

 Ranging from original artworks, home styling, 
jewellery, keep sake gifts, house plants, bath 

bombs, soaps and so much more 

We also stock Fair Trade and Eco-Friendly products 

Opening: Tuesday to Saturday 9.30 - 5.00 

Contact us via email: 
thefancygiftcompany@yahoo.com 

Call us on:   01296 715909 
Find us on Facebook & Instagram 

Pop in for a visit 

76b High Street, Winslow, MK18 3DQ 



Parable: The Strength of a Seed 

At this time of year we enjoy the fruits of our gardens, fields and hedgerows: 
vegetables ripen, crops are harvested, and berries begin 
to show bright among the leaves. Much of this growth 
started with a few seeds in spring: the miracle of life 
coming from small dead-looking things. There is a league 
table of long-lived seeds. The winners so far are from the 
narrow-leafed Campion, buried by squirrels in the Siberian 
permafrost over 30,000 years ago. When those seeds 
finally germinated, they became healthy plants that 
flowered and produced seeds of their own.  

The Bible contains many links between seeds and spiritual 
growth, and the parable of the sower is the most famous 
(in Matthew 13). A person may hear or experience 
something of God which has the potential to germinate into 
a life of following Him, resulting in the fruit of others coming to know God too. 
But things can happen that snatch that seed away, killing it before it has 
finished germinating, or choking its growth.  

What about the knowledge of God that gets trampled, churned too deep in the 
mire of life to receive the warmth and light it needs to develop into faith? 
Buried seeds don’t always die, but they can lie dormant, remaining alive but 
inactive until the earth is turned over. The possibility of that moment of 
connecting with something divine, scrap of knowledge, or snatch of 
conversation resulting in a changed life may seem infinitesimally small, but it’s 
not zero. The seed may be incredibly tough, just waiting for a chance to grow.  

The Gospel narrative plays on the fact that it took a long time for the disciples 
to understand the full implications of Jesus’ teaching: a germination process 
that took many of them three or more years. They could have been 
discouraged, but Jesus was not. I don’t think it’s too much of stretch to draw 
out of the parable of the sower to include the observation that it can take a 
long time, sometimes decades, for people to work their way through the 
various barriers, sticking points, and phases of forgetfulness that may keep 
them from following through on their spiritual experience. When we finally 
receive – or are open to – the encouragement, challenge, or experience that 
helps our faith in Christ grow, we can experience the rich fruit of a 
transformed life.  

Dr Ruth M Bancewicz, on the positive relationship between Science and Christian faith. 

Little Horwood Church tower restoration. After a short pause due 
to the Coronavirus lockdown, we are 
pleased to announce that it's full steam 
ahead for the bell project. 
We have a start date of late September, 
when the old bell frame will be removed,
and if there are no further delays, the 
new frame and bells will be installed and 
ready to ring by early next year. 
Although most of the funds have been 
raised, there is still a shortfall of several 
thousand pounds. We will be asking for 
donations and resuming fundraising in 
the near future, watch for details. 
To celebrate the start of the work and kickstart the 
fundraising we will be holding an event on August 
Bank Holiday Sunday (30th). We hope this will 
involve cream teas and if possible, trips up the 
tower to see the old bell frame. 
Thanks for your support so far. 
Cheers 
Jeremy 

The project is supported by the National Lottery Heritage Fund.

Thanks 
I was overwhelmed with the kindness of villagers who offered to get 
shopping for me during the lockdown.  It was hugely appreciated.  
Special thanks goes to the chocolate fairy 
(you know who you are!) without whom I 
couldn't have survived. 
What a generous, amazing village we live in! 
Carol 
Wood End 

Little Horwood News



07542 759617
Swanbourne Dairy 
www.marrietts.co.uk Marriettsicecream 

● Organic raw milk
● Dairy Ice creams

● Sorbets
● Ice cream cakes made  to order

Church Farm, 4 Winslow Road, Swanbourne, 
Milton Keynes, MK17 0SW 

Fresh from your local Organic  farm 

 Opening hours 
For milk or ice cream direct from the farm: 

Mon, Tue, Fri: 10 - 16 .00 Sat & Sun: 10 - 17.00 
Weather permitting Ice cream scooping trailer 

  Sat & Sun 11-17.00 Closed Wed & Thu 
Call to arrange suitable time outside these hours! 

We attend events, follow us online  
to keep up to date on our whereabouts with the 

scooping trailer and changes to our opening hours. 

Well established in the area, selling a 
wide variety of fresh fish and shellfish 

delivered to your door 
No order too small 

Delivering in your area on  
Tuesday evening every week and 

 at Winslow Market every Wednesday 

Please call 07886 553229 
Email: 

davemountford@hotmail.co.uk 

DAVE’S FRESH 
GRIMSBY FISH 

Rachel Hopton MAPDT 00982 

Dog Agility Classes 

tel: 01296 728812   mob: 07895 070207 

email: info@rachelhopton.co.uk 
web: www.rachelhopton.co.uk 

Fully licensed and insured dog day care service. 
Dogs are cared for within our home and exercised 
in our secure paddock and all weather arena. 
A happy, tired dog is guaranteed at the end of the 
day! 

All training methods are positive and reward based. 

Small class sizes for the benefit of dogs and handlers. 

Classes held at our paddock at Drayton Parslow. 

Classes Monday to Friday daytimes. 

Fun, relaxed classes taught to competition standard. 

tel: 01296 728812   mob: 07895 070207 

email: info@rachelhopton.co.uk 
web: www.rachelhopton.co.uk 

What have you missed most during lockdown? 
It's a good question, because it is about the things that make us tick. When I 
examined my list, I found obvious things - going to church, live sport on TV, 
meeting up with friends for a coffee or a beer. But as I thought more deeply 
about it, I realised that what I missed most was TOUCH. For nearly four 
months I have not touched another human being! 

That is an astonishing deprivation. When a baby is born, its first experiences 
are all of touch. The strong hands of the midwife, mother’s excited and loving 
embrace, tiny hands reaching out to feel mummy’s face.  We touch our way 
into life. And then it goes on. Holding hands with friends, being hugged by 
grandma, your first serious kiss, and perhaps a last tearful one 
at the end of a much-loved life.  

We greet each other with a holy kiss, the Bible says. And why 
not? 

Sight, smell, hearing and touch. Four senses. And I think 
lockdown has taught me that the greatest of these is touch! 



Garden Page 

GARDENS ARE GOOD FOR US! 
August is traditionally holiday time but if you are not going away this year, 
enjoying your garden and other outdoor spaces in nature can be just as good. It 
has been proven that being in a garden may offer your health a boost by 
lowering stress levels and even improving sleep. Many charities and health 
services are tapping into gardening therapy, often in walled gardens, which give 
a sense of enclosure that is a hallmark of many healing environments. 

It can be really exciting to start a new garden project and you might like to 
invest in your well-being by creating a ‘snug’ in your own garden – a place to go 
for meditation and cultivating mindfulness. A flower bed for your senses, set 
against a hedge, or a wall with space for a small sheltered seat at the back, is 
perfect -  surrounded by plants with a protective wall of foliage at your back. 

Physically tending our gardens is good for us too. This month, enjoy the warm 
weather outside and get your garden in shape at the same time. Here are some 
gardening jobs for August: 

1. Watering! Water patio pots, fruit and veg and new plants if dry, but be
water-wise using grey and stored water where possible.

2. Continue weeding borders and dead-heading flowering plants to keep your
garden looking good.

3. Raise mower blades during dry spells to help grass retain moisture. Don’t
worry if your grass does turn brown as it will recover when rain returns. If
you have allowed an area of your grass to grow long to encourage wildlife
(please do) carefully mow now after flowering.

4. Trim hedges once birds have finished nesting and the new growth looks
untidy.

5. Summer pruning Wisteria by cutting back the whippy green shoots to five
or six leaves.

6. If you grow your own, harvesting veg takes priority now, but you can also
sow carrots for a treat next year and plant winter brassicas.

7. If your garden needs some late summer colour, extend the season by
adding ornamental grasses, Crocosmia, Helenium, Japanese anemones,
Penstemon, Sedum, Phlox, Hydrangea and Ceanothus ‘Autumnal Blue’ to
name but a few.

Happy, healthy gardening everyone! 

Clare Hodges 
Gardener and Yogini 

Support your local charity shops 
Are you feeling the financial squeeze just now, but still enjoy shopping? Why 
not visit some of your local charity shops?   

Never have charity shops needed you so much. Coronavirus has meant a huge 
drop in donations, and many charities face huge financial shortfalls.   

The good news is that charity shops are well worth visiting this summer.  Vast 
amounts of clothes and household items were donated following the lockdown 
this Spring.  Grounded at home, people decided to declutter and clear-out!   

The result is that, as a spokeswoman for Oxfam says: “People can expect to 
find some really great treasures to buy.” 

It should be very safe to shop, for as Julie Byard of Cancer Research UK, 
explains, the charity shops put all donated items into isolation before putting 
them on the shelves.  She adds: “We’re grateful for all donations and to 
everyone who volunteers and shops with us.” 

CAP still helping people out of debt 

Christians Against Poverty (CAP) have been thanking their donors for helping 

“some wonderful things happen” despite the challenge of coronavirus.   

“These beautiful moments were made possible by your support,” says Paula 

Stringer, UK chief executive of CAP. “We've been able to make sure our clients 

don't go without essentials like food, fuel and staying in touch with loved ones. Our 

frontline workers have distributed 345 instances of emergency client support so 

far, and they will be able to continue providing this for many more. 

When one client could not get to the supermarket because her car needed repairs, 

she was astonished to find that her Debt Coach, Beth, had arranged for a delivery 

of groceries to her house. In return, she sent this message: 

 “I was so shocked and welling up. It was such an amazing 

thing to do. Your gift came at the right time, as I wouldn't 

have had enough to get that much food.” 

During lockdown, CAP has adjusted its service to offer 

phone appointments to clients, 479 of these so far.  

“We've also seen a fabulous 494 people become debt free 

during lockdown! Despite the new challenges, we're seeing 

that there really is always hope,” says Paula Stringer. 



Est.1984 

The Complete Picture Framing Service 
Expert advice and framing on prints, posters, 

watercolours, oil paintings, 3D objects 
and all types of needlework. Huge range of 
mouldings and quality mounting board. 

Paul Body  
Tel: 01525 240163  Mobile: 07771 508805 

www.countryframe.co.uk 
Open Mon - Fri: 8am - 4pm   Sat: 8am - 1pm 
10, Fishweir, off Chapel Sq. Stewkley. LU7 0HB 

Trevor Evans 
'Your Personal IT Man' 

 PC Support, Secure Wireless Broadband  
Home Networks, Anti-Virus and Anti-Spyware 

30+ years experience with Home Users,  
Small Businesses and Large Corporations. 

A Friendly and Professional Service 

Call or Email me for a No Obligation Chat 

 01296 714413 or 07906 363018 
trevor@trevorevans.me.uk 

Peacock Creations 
Bespoke handmade soft furnishings 
including curtains, blinds, cushions, bean 

bags, bunting and much more 

Ask about children's bedroom designs 

Tel: 01296 728948 
Mob: 07977 421510 
smannersjones@aol.com 

Sarah Manners-Jones 

ANNETTE GESOFF 
MFHT,  ITEC,  S.P.Cert A, 

Member of Federation of Holistic Therapists 

MASSAGE THERAPIST 

Helpful for many conditions incl: chronic 

back pain, sleep problems, headaches, 

stress and tension … 

Please phone for an appointment:  

01525 240135 or 07709 629 283 

D. Clark Garden Services
Regular garden maintenance

Landscaping, Tidying ups, 
Hedge trimming, Turfing, Mowing, 

Tree work & Patio cleaning, 
Fully insured  

Please call Dave on  

01296 720720 
Established since 1984 

SHEILA`S CANINE B & B    
Dogs are cared for in within my own 
home. Regular exercise sessions are given 
where dogs can run free in my paddock. 

Dogs have their own resting areas for sleeping time. 
Stuffed Kongs provided for relaxation and entertainment! 

All services are available seven days a week. Places are 
strictly limited to ensure a high standard of care for your 
dog. Fully licensed and insured. 

 Please contact Sheila for further details: 
Tel No. 01296 720537 -   
Mobile 07919485128 

Email: hogend9@gmail.com 

NB  Please note dogs MUST be sociable to other dogs and people 
in order to be taken for home boarding and day care.  All dogs 

must be vaccinated and proof of vaccination is required. 

IRONWILL 
Traditional Blacksmithing 

Repair, restoration & creation 
of period & contemporary metalwork 

Inglenook Canopies made to order 
Contact Will Jones 

01296 711025 / 07947 273589 
blacksmithery@yahoo.co.uk 

Kingfishers Pre-School 
Managed by Mursley CE School  
Mon - Fri am & pm.  
Lunchtime club available. Competitive 
rates & childcare vouchers accepted.  

To arrange a visit, please contact 
The School Office -  01296 720305 
Kingfishers Pre School Mursley  

            WILLOW INTERIORS 
Handmade Curtains, 

     Blinds, Cushions and  
 Soft Furnishing Specialists 

Competitive rate 
  Clients own fabric welcome 
   Quality Design and Service 

Mobile 07505 270422 
Tracey Sutton 

Need space for classes, functions or events? 

The Memorial Hall, 
Little Horwood 

is available for hire at competitive rates 

Call Linda for details:  

on 07776477754 or email 
littlehorwoodmemorialhall@gmail.com 

The Iron Lady Ltd 
Unit 2 Bacon House Farm, 
Little Horwood , MK17 0PT 

01908 504080    
Mobile 07713215362 
Email tandldec@aol.com  

Offering a personal and commercial ironing service. 
Providing a van and drop in service at our unit.  
Fully insured established since 1997 

Brooms busy bee's Garden Service. 
By Lyndon broom 

Fast, reliable and local 

Lawn mowing 

Hedge trimming 

Garden clearance 

Contract or one-offs 

07734466335 

Need help with your garden? 
Lady Gardener 
R.H.S. Qualified -  

Professional - Experienced 
Garden Maintenance and Design 

Tel: Caroline 07867744050 

mailto:smannersjones@aol.com


Editor: by Peter Crumpler, a Church of England priest in St Albans, Herts, and a former Director 

of Communications with the CofE.   

When Christ stood in Trafalgar Square 
I’m not a big fan of statues - but my favourite was the life-sized 

figure of Christ that stood in London’s Trafalgar Square during 
the Millennium celebrations.  It stood on the square’s previously-

empty fourth plinth, going almost unnoticed among the 
surrounding grand statues and with Nelson’s Column towering 

above it. 

The statue, called Ecce Homo (Behold the Man), was built by 
conceptual artist Mark Wallinger and erected in 1999. He 

explained: “I consciously made Him life-size. We are made in 
God’s image, and He was made in our image.  “So for the statue 

to stand in contrast to the overgrown relics of empire was 

definitely part of the plan.” 

The figure was made of white marble resin, and depicted Christ 

standing before the multitude with His head slightly bowed.  

I found the statue of Christ deeply moving and kept returning to 
Trafalgar Square to stand and gaze at it.  Because to me, the statue declared Christ’s 

vulnerability. It stood as a reminder that the God of all creation came to earth as a man and 
lived among us. He gave up His life so that we might have salvation.  There, with London’s 

traffic rushing by, pigeons coming in to land, and tourists snapping photographs of each 
other, Christ stood unobtrusively. Standing, you could say, at the door of our consciousness, 

and asking to be let in. 

In a BBC interview at the time, the artist said that he wanted the statue to be an antidote to 
the “spiritually empty celebration” then taking place at the Millennium Dome in Greenwich.  

It certainly had a deep effect on me. In April 2017, the statue of Christ was placed on the 
steps of St Paul’s Cathedral during Easter. Again, I watched as tourists passed by not 

noticing the figure. It was a modern-day parable in marble resin. 

When the Apostle Paul took a stroll around Athens, he spotted the various altars and statues 
to the Greek gods. He found an altar ‘To an Unknown God’ and declared that this was “the 

God who made the world and everything in it” who had made Himself known in Jesus 
Christ.  

Just as Mark Wallinger took possession of the fourth plinth in Trafalgar Square for Jesus 

Christ – the reason for the Millennium celebrations -  so Paul claimed the ‘unknown God’ 
altar in Athens for the Christian gospel.  The Bible has always been wary of putting people 
on pedestals. It shows us all sides of the people it describes, warts and all.  It tells us that 
Moses was a murderer, that David was an adulterer, that Paul persecuted the first Christians 

and that Peter denied Christ.  

But all of us have feet of clay, and few of us deserve to be memorialised for centuries in 

stone or marble. Rather, we are gently encouraged to love God and to love our neighbour 

as ourselves.   

Sponsored “Ride & Stride” 
Bicycle ride, horse ride and walk to participating churches 

Saturday 12th September 10am – 6pm 

To participate and obtain a sponsor form 
Contact: Ben Allen BenHughAllen@Gmail.com 

Money raised:  
Half goes to Mursley Church, half to Buckinghamshire Historic Churches 

Trust 
Full info available at www.rideandstrideuk.org/ 



Information & Service details in the Benefice 
A new email list for the Benefice, for sign up form either click straight 

through to here https://www.subscribepage.com/o9h0v3 or you can visit 

the website at www.5parishes.org.uk and click the link ’stay in touch’ 

which you will find under the contact tab. 

Please do pass this round to anyone you think might be interested, you can 

ask to be updated about just things specific to your parish or the whole 

Benefice (we would particular recommend including the Benefice at the 

moment as much of our online stuff will be for all). You can update and 

unsubscribe from lists at any time by clicking a link at the bottom of each 

email.  

Benefice Zoom Service Sundays 10.00am 
The Online Services from the past few weeks is also available for viewing 

under the Blog section. 

Join us online at 10am Sunday 
morning Diocese of Oxford 

The Diocesan live-stream will begin at 10am from around the Diocese  and 
three of our bishops working together, each from their own homes (God 
willing).  

 Download the order of service 
 Watch the service on the website, on Facebook or on YouTube 

Everything you need can be found at oxford.anglican.org/livestream 

CHURCH SERVICES AUGUST 2020 

Sunday  2nd August  Mursley  9.30am  Said Morning Prayer 

Sunday 9th August Drayton Parslow 10.00am Said Morning Prayer 
Mursley 11.00am Said Family Service 

Sunday 16th August Mursley 9.30am  Said Morning Prayer 

Sunday  23rd August Drayton Parslow 10.00am Said Morning Prayer 
Mursley 11.00am Said Family Service 

Sunday  30th August Mursley 9.30am  Said Morning Prayer 

Services will be Warden/Lay led with Clergy participation when available 

Sunday  6th September Mursley 9.30am Said Morning Worship 

CHURCH SERVICES SEPTEMBER 2020 

Please note the following points for Mursley 

1. We have a safe capacity for up to 38 households.
2. A distance of 2m should be kept between individuals at all times.
3. There will be a one-way system around the church, with entrance through the South porch as usual.
4. The toilet will be closed but will be available if required in an emergency.
5. Please sanitise your hands upon entry and follow the instructions of the sidesperson and notices.

Those who are at extra risk and "clinically extremely vulnerable" are advised of the risk of attending public 
worship, a decision to do so is theirs alone.  

Bey Christian (01296 720630) and Andrew Cowell (07990 534940), the churchwardens, 




